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1101,SE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

SURVEY OF THE POTOMAC RIVER,

LETTER

FROM

THE SECRETARY OF WAR,

Transmitting a report relative to the survey of the Po
tomac river.

FEBRUARY 28, 1849.

Read, and laid upon the table

WAR DEPARTMENT •
Washington, January 26, 1849.

SIR: I have the honor to transmit, herewith, a report of t
he col-

onel of the corps of topographical engineers, to whom was re-

ferred a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 8th of

August, 1848, requiring the Secretary of War '.to have a survey

and examination made of that part of the Potomac river betwe
en

the long bridge and Georgetown, with a view to ascertain the cause

of the formation of land on the flats along the banks of the river,

and that he cause also an estimate to be made of the cost of re-

pairing the long bridge; and also, of constructing a bridge across

the Potomac at the aqueduct of the canal at Georgetown; and also,

an estimate of the probable cost of keeping up of a steamboat ferry

in the place of the Potomac bridge, and that the report be made at

as early a period in the next session as practicable." It will be

seen that the surveys, estimates, and reports required by the reso-

lution cannot be made without an appropriation, for which Colonel
,

Abert submits an estimate amounting to three thousand dollars.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. L. MARCY,

Secretary of War.

Hon. R. C. WINTHROP,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.



2 Ex. Doc. No. 69.
BUREAU. OF TOPOGRAPHICAL ENGINEERS,

Washington, January 26, 1849.SIR: There is a resolution of the House of Representatives of the8th of August, in reference to a survey of a part of the Potomacriver within the District of Columbia; and also, calling upon thedepartment for an estimate for repairing the long bridge, &c., &c.This resolution was referred to this bureau, but it has not been inthe power of the bureau to attend to it, for the reasons given inthe annual report of November last, as follows:"There was a resolution of the House of Representatives, datedAugust 8, 1848, directing the Secretary of War to have a ' surveyand examination made of that part of the Potomac river betweenthe long bridge and Georgetown, with a view to ascertain thecause of the formation of land on the flats along the banks of theriver, and that he cause, also, an estimate to be made of th costof repairing the long bridge; and also; of constructing a bridgeacross the Potomac at the aqueduct of the canal at Georgetown;and also, an estimate of the probable, cost of keeping up a steam-boat ferry in the place of the Potomac bridge, and that the reportbe made at as early a. period in the next session as practicable.'"The execution of this resolution will of necesSity be very im-perfect without making the survey as directed, and this survey, inorder properly to elucidate the questions involved in the resolution,should extend as far below the bridge as Alexandria. But there isno appropriation out of which the expenses of the survey directedto be made can be met; and it does not appear to have been cov-ered by any appropriation during the session in which the resolu-tion was passed. Under these circumstances, I am not aware ofany other course to be pursued than to submit to the considerationof the department an estimate for the survey, directed to be made.Since the long bridge was erected, the river has experienced veryserious modifications in its shoals and channels, immediately adja-cent to the bridge and below it, as well as above the bridge. Allthese changes should be minutely ascertained, and carefully delin-eated, before an intelligent and reliable report under the resolutioncan be made. But, inasmuch as the expenses incident to the reso-lution cannot be met without an appropriation, an item for threethousand dollars on that account is submitted.I have the honor, therefore, to submit the following estimate:For the survey and investigation required by a resolution of theHouse of Representatives of the 8th August, 1848, three thousanddollars.
Respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

J. J. ABERT.
Colonel corps,• T. E.Hon. W. L. MARCY,

Secretary of War.


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-11-11T14:01:15-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




